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Archaeology	News	
 

The	Rim	Country	Chapter	–	Arizona	Archaeological	Society	meets	 the	
third	 Saturday	 of	 the	month	 at	 10:00	 a.m.	 at	 The	 Church	of	 the	Holy	
Nativity,	corner	of	Bradley	and	Easy	Streets.	The	meeting	agenda	and	
other	current	information	are	available	at:	
	

www.azarchsoc.org/RimCountry	
 

Northern	Gila	County	Historical	Society	

Newsletter	
And	Zane	Grey	Cabin	

700	South	Green	Valley	Pkwy	
PO	Box	85547-2532	
(928)	474-3483	
Mon,	Wed	-		Sat	
10AM	to	4PM	

Sunday	1PM	to	4PM	
Closed	Tuesdays	&	Holidays	
Rimcountrymuseum.org	

	

	
	

The	Best	Stories	in	the	West	

From	 our	 President,	
Sandy	Carson	~		
	

We’ve	been	out	and	about	a	bit	
since	 the	 last	 newsletter.	 	 I’ve	
given	talks	to	the	Friends	of	the	
Library,	 the	 local	 chapter	 of	
P.E.O,	 and	 the	 Chamber	 of	
Commerce	 monthly	 luncheon.		
Keith	 Currens	 and	 I	 were	 on	
KRIM	 talking	 about	 the	
museums.	 	By	 the	way,	we	 are	
now	 sponsoring	 Marshall	
Trimble’s	history	spot	on	KRIM.		
Try	 to	 catch	 one	 of	 his	 stories	
about	8:45am	Monday	through	
Friday	 and	 read	 Donna	 Daly’s	
article	 on	 Marshall	 in	 this	
newsletter.	

The	Archives	Committee,	which	
consists	 of	 Carolynn	 and	
Wayne	 Walter	 and	 I,	 were	
invited	 to	 Young	 by	 the	
Pleasant	 Valley	 Historical	
Society	 to	 share	 ideas	 on	 how	
to	 get	 started	 cataloging	 and	
keeping	 track	of	 their	museum	
artifacts.	 	 The	 board	 members	
and	 volunteers	 we	 met	 were	
enthusiastic	about	their	history	
and	 eager	 to	 really	 begin	
sharing	 what	 they	 have	 with	
the	 public.	 Volunteers	 have	
already	 done	 a	 lot	 of	 work	 on	
the	old	Baptist	church,	which	is	
their	museum.		High	on	the	list	
was	 getting	 a	 heater	 in	 the	
building.	 	They	plan	to	go	 from	

room	 to	 room	 remodeling,	
adding	 insulation	 and	 pre-	
paring	an	exhibit.	They	already	
have	a	very	nice	bedroom	with	
period	 furniture	 and	 quilts.		
Check	on	their	hours	by	calling		
	
Continued	on	Page	2	
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the	museum	at	 (928)462-3661	as	 they	 are	not	open	every	day,		
and	then	plan	a	trip	to	Young	to	visit	their	museum.	If	you’ve	not	
been	there,	Pleasant	Valley	is	aptly	named	and	it’s	a	great	drive.		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
As	 most	 members	 know,	 NGCHS	 owns	 a	 lot	 in	 Alpine	

Heights,	 known	 as	 Risser	 Ranch	 Ruin.	 We’d	 like	 to	 do	 a	 little	
more	 about	 making	 the	 history	 of	 Risser	 Ruin,	 and	 along	 with	
that,	the	prehistory	of	the	area	available	to	visitors.	Elsewhere	in	
the	newsletter	you	will	find	some	information	on	dates	and	how	
to	sign	up	for	a	tour.	

Also,	as	any	property	owner	knows,	there	is	always	some	
maintenance	to	be	done.	 	 It	 is	 the	 same	with	a	prehistoric	 ruin.		
This	 summer	 Jim	 Britton	 will	 be	 leading	 a	 group	 to	 do	 a	 little	
maintenance	on	some	of	the	walls	at	Risser.	We’ll	need	a	group	of	
willing	workers	who	aren’t	afraid	to	get	their	hands	dirty	to	help	
Jim	with	some	rockwork	and	stabilization.	 Jim	is	well	 known	 in	
Arizona	as	a	stabilization	expert	and	works	during	the	winter	on	
Pueblo	 Grande	 in	 the	 Valley.	 He	 has	 also	 done	 a	 great	 deal	 of	
stabilization	work	at	Homolovi	State	Park.	If	you	are	interested	in	
learning	 about,	 and	 doing,	 some	 stabilization	 work,	 please	
respond	to	this	e-mail.	I	will	get	back	to	you	about	the	dates	and	
times	and	answer	any	questions	you	might	have.	

Just	 a	 reminder—we	 have	 sent	 out	 an	 e-mail	 asking	
members	to	let	us	know	when	they	first	joined	the	Northern	Gila	
County	 Historical	 Society.	We	 have	 received	 a	 good	 number	 of	
responses,	but	we	do	need	to	hear	from	several	more	members.		
If	 you	don’t	 remember	exactly,	 give	us	your	best	guess—err	on	
the	 side	 of	 the	 earlier	 date	 if	 necessary.	 We	 are	 working	 on	 a	
better	way	of	tracking	membership.	

Pleasant	Valley	Historical	Society	Board	and	Volunteers	
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Calendar	of	Events		
 
 
 
 

2nd	Tuesday	–	Board	of	
Directors	Meeting,	9AM	

	

May	13	–	Wildlife	Fair,	
Green	Valley	Park	

	
May	16	–	Learning	Local	

History,	The	True,	Untold	Story	
of	Commodore	Perry	Owens;	a	
Sheriff	of	the	Arizona	Territory	
with	author,	David	Grasse	

1	PM	at	the	Museum	
	

May	23	–	Tour	of	Risser	Ruins	
Meet	at	the	museum	at	9AM	

	
Jun	3	–	Tour	of	Risser	Ruins	
Meet	at	the	museum	at	9AM	

	
Jul	22	–	Payson	Book	Festival	
with	Marshall	Trimble	and	
Carol	Sletten,	9AM	–	4PM	

	at	the	Casino		
	
 

	
Non-Discrimination	Policy	

	

Northern Gila County Historical 
Society, Inc., does not discriminate in 
its staff, board, volunteers, volunteer 
committees or recipients of services 
on the basis of a person’s race, 
religion, gender, sexual orientation, 
age, national origin, ancestry, marital 
status, veteran status, or mental or 
physical disability or any other status 
prohibited by applicable law. 

Risser	Ranch	Ruin	Tours	
By	Sandy	Carson	

	

We	have	scheduled	tours	of	Risser	Ruin	for	Tuesday,	May	
23rd	 at	 9:00am	 and	 again	 on	 Saturday,	 June	 3rd	 at	 9:00am.		
Because	of	how	the	ruin	is	laid	out,	we	will	limit	the	number	per	
tour	 to	17	people.	 The	 tours	 are	 open	 to	 anyone,	 so	 please	 tell	
your	 friends	 about	 it.	 If	 neither	 of	 these	 dates	 work	 for	 you,	
please	 let	 us	 know	 and	 we’ll	 add	 some	 other	 dates.	 We	 are	
always	willing	to	give	tours	of	Risser	Ruin	upon	request.	

To	sign	up	 for	a	 tour,	call	 the	museum	at	928-474-3483.		
Be	 prepared	 to	 give	 a	 phone	 number	 and/or	 e-mail	 address	 in	
case	of	inclement	weather	on	the	date	of	the	tour. 

	

Wildlife	Fair	
By	Lisa	Rasley	

	
Look	for	our	table	at	the	Wildlife	Fair	on	Saturday,	May	

13th	in	Green	Valley	Park.		We	have	had	a	table	there	for	several	
years	and	it	usually	a	profitable	day	for	us.		In	addition	to	selling	
items	(particularly	those	related	to	animals,	i.e.,	stuffed	animals,	
books	about	animals,	etc.),	we	will	have	information	available	on	
membership	to	NGCHS	and	volunteer	opportunities.	

	

Payson	Book	Festival	
By	Lisa	Rasley	

	

We	will	be	participating	in	the	Payson	Book	Festival	again	
this	year.	The	date	this	year	is	July	22nd	and	the	event	will	be	held	
at	the	casino	for the	first	time.		This	should	help	as	we	will	all	be	
indoors	and	out	of	the	heat.	Marshall	Trimble	and	Carol Sletten	
will	 be	 there	 with	 us	 and	 so	 we	 will	 be	 featuring	 their	
books.		 Carol	 will also	 be	 a	 speaker.		 As usual,	 we	 will	 also	
feature	Stan	Brown’s	many	publications	on	Rim	Country	history.	
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Reopening	of	Deming	
Pioneer	Park	

By	Lisa	Rasley	
	

The	 Northern	 Gila	 County	 Historical	
Society,	 Inc.	 (NGCHS)	 and	 Payson	 Parks	 &	
Recreation	 would	 like	 to	 announce	 the	 grand	
“reopening”	 of	 Deming	 Pioneer	 Park,	 located	 at	
the	 corner	 of	 Main	 Street	 and	 McLane	 (the	
Boardman’s	 façade).	 The	 small	 park	 was	
originally	 dedicated	 in	 2004	 to	 honor	 Rim	
Country	pioneers.	There	are	22	display	windows	
in	 the	 park,	 which	 were	 originally	 completed	
through	a	cooperative	effort	that	included	many	
Payson	 residents.	 Unfortunately,	 the	 original	
contents	 of	 the	 windows	 deteriorated	 due	 to	
exposure	 and	 weather	 and	 needed	 to	 be	
replaced.	With	Parks	&	Rec’s	OK,	NGCHS	began	a	
three-year	 effort	 to	 rethink	 and	 redo	 the	
displays.	 NGCHS	 owns	 and	 manages	 the	 Rim	
Country	 Museum	 and	 Zane	 Grey	 Cabin	 and	
several	museum	volunteers	have	dedicated	their	
time	 and	 talents	 to	 redoing	 this	 unique	 exhibit.		
We	 would	 especially	 like	 to	 highlight	 the	
contributions	 of	 our	 resident	 artist,	 Sandy	
Whalen,	who	 took	 information	and	photos	 on	 a	
subject	 and	 turned	 it	 into	 an	 eye-catching	
snapshot	 of	 Rim	 Country	 history.	 Sandy	
produced	 all	 but	 two	 of	 the	 window	 displays;	
one	was	produced	by	Tonto	Natural	Bridge	and	
one	by	the	Forest	Service.	

The	 display	 windows	 provide	 a	 detailed	
chronology	 of	 Rim	 Country	 history	 beginning	
with	the	geology	of	the	area,	prehistoric	peoples,	
the	Tonto	Apache,	and	continuing	through	early	
ranchers,	 miners,	 lumbermen,	 Zane	 Grey,	 the	
Demings	(for	whom	the	park	was	named),	Tonto	
Natural	 Bridge,	 and	 other	 local	 history	 subjects	
of	interest.	

The	 original	 Boardman’s	 store	 was	
owned	by	J.W.	Boardman	and	his	wife	Mary	who	
purchased	 the	 lot	 in	 1898.	 It	 was	 the	 first	 rock	
building	in	Payson.		Joe	and	Tom	Ezell,	father	and	
son,	 and	 a	 Mr.	 Clause,	 used	 local	 stone	 to	
construct	 the	 building,	 which	 was	 finally	
completed	 in	 1904	 (it	 had	 been	 in	 use	 since	
1899).	 	Besides	being	a	mercantile,	 the	building	
served	 as	 the	 town’s	 first	 bank	 and	 post	 office.		

	
The	 store	 burned	 in	 1938	 and	 not	 much	
happened	on	the	site	until	the	early	1970s	when	
Wayne	and	Betty	Jean	Tussing	purchased	the	lot.		
In	those	days	large	commercial	trucks	could	not	
make	the	trip	to	Payson	so	the	Tussings	used	the	
location	as	a	distribution	site	for	groceries.	They	
placed	three	refrigerated	boxcars	on	the	site	that	
were	used	until	1981	when	they	were	no	longer	
needed.	The	boxcars	became	an	eyesore	and	the	
town	purchased	the	property.			

We’re	not	sure	when	the	idea	for	a	history	
park	 was	 first	 put	 forward	 but	 the	 plan	 was	
finalized	and	officially	proposed	in	2000,	shortly	
after	Payson	was	named	a	“Main	St.	Community.”		
Two	 rotary	 clubs	 pledged	 funds	 to	 build	 the	
park;	 a	 private	 individual	 matched	 the	 rotary	
donations.	 The	 park	 was	 originally	 called	 the	
Rim	Country	Heritage	Park	 and	was	planned	 to	
be	 larger	 than	 it	 is	 today.	 The	 original	 plans	
included	the	Boardman’s	façade,	gardens,	a	clock	
tower,	 benches	 and	 a	 100-seat	 amphitheater.	 It	
was	 scaled	 back	 due	 to	 budget	 issues.	 Council	
member	 Dick	 Wolfe	 proposed	 changing	 the	
name	to	Deming	Pioneer	Park	to	honor	two	early	
Payson	pioneers	who	had	a	major	impact	on	the	
development	 of	 the	 area,	 James	 and	 Anna	 Mae	
Deming.	 James	 served	 in	 the	U.S.	Navy,	married	
Anna	 Mae	 Ogilvie	 in	 1933	 at	 Tonto	 Natural	
Bridge,	 and	worked	 at	 the	 site	 of	 the	 proposed	
history	 park	 at	 the	 post	 office	 and	 bank.	 	 For	
over	25	years	he	worked	for	the	Owens	Brothers	
Lumber	Company	and	Kaibab	Industries.	He	was	
commander	 of	 the	 local	 Civil	 Air	 Patrol	 from	
1940-45,	drove	the	 sick	to	Globe	as	Payson	had	
no	 permanent	doctor	or	 ambulance,	 and	 served	
24	years	as	secretary	for	the	Payson	Rotary	Club.		
Anna	Mae	worked	at	the	Boardman’s	store	early	
on	and	later	served	as	a	telephone	operator.	She	
worked	at	the	Valley	National	Bank	for	23	years	
and	 was	 one	 of	 the	 founders	 of	 NGCHS,	 co-
writing	 Rim	 Country	 History.	 She	 was	 Payson’s	
Woman	 of	 the	 Year	 in	 1976	 and	 Gila	 County	
Pioneer	Woman	of	 the	Year	 in	1990.	One	of	 the	
hiking	 trails	 at	 Tonto	 Natural	 Bridge	 is	 named	
for	her	and	 she	served	as	Rim	Country’s	official	
weather	observer	for	over	55	years.	

~	
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Riders	of	the	Purple	Sage	Opera	
Documentary	
By	Sandy	Carson	

	

In January 2015 we were contacted by 
Kristin Atwell, who was starting on a documentary 
of the making of what is being called the new 
American opera—Riders of the Purple Sage. Craig 
Bohlmer, the composer, had by chance visited the 
Zane Grey Cabin in Payson in 2012. He got 
intrigued not only with Zane Grey, but the stories 
and landscapes he wrote about. It took some time 
before people were convinced that an opera could 
come from the genre of the American western, but 
it did happen. 

In February 2015 Kristin was here with her 
film crew doing interviews in the Zane Grey Cabin, 
mostly to get background on Grey and his time in 
Arizona. For the next two years we knew that the 
opera was moving forward and Betty Berryman and 
I attended one of the early workshops in Phoenix as 
the music and action was just coming together. The 
world premiere of the opera was this last February 
and March. 

That, apparently, was not the end of the road 
for Kristin and the documentary. She contacted us 
again and then brought her film crew to Payson on 
March 14 to film in the Zane Grey Cabin. This time 
she was interviewing Dr. Candice Kant, author of 
Zane Grey’s Arizona, and the composer Craig 
Bohlmer.   

The film crew was here five hours. At the 
end of the day they were shooting scenes with Craig 
walking through the cabin and studying some of the 
objects. Keith Currens and I were invited to be in 
the cabin while this filming was going on—about 
an hour. We asked one of the crew how much of 
that might show up in the documentary and he said 

maybe one 
minute. 

Kristin said 
it would take 
another year 
before the 
documentary 
will be 
complete. 

	

NGCHS	Sponsors	Marshall	Trimble		
Stories	on	KRIM	

By	Donna	Daly	
																																																																																						

 

Marshall	 Trimble	 is	 the	 official	 AZ	 State	
Historian	 and	 has	 long	 served	 as	 a	 goodwill	
ambassador	 to	 the	 state.	 	 He	 has	written	more	
than	 twenty	 books	 on	 Arizona	 and	 the	
West…many	 of	 which	 can	 be	 found	 in	 our	 gift	
shop.	 	 In	 2016	 he	 was	 appointed	 by	 Governor	
Doug	 Ducey	 to	 serve	 on	 the	 board	 of	 directors	
for	 the	Arizona	Historical	Society.	 	Marshall	 is	a	
true	Arizona	native	–	born	 in	Mesa,	 grew	up	 in	
Ash	 Fork,	 and	 now	 lives	 in	 Scottsdale	with	 his	
wife	Vanessa.	

NGCHS	 is	 proud	 to	 serve	 as	 the	 sponsor	
of	 Marshall	 Trimble’s	 stories	 on	 KRIM	 radio.		
Marshall’s	 stories	 of	 the	West	 run	 about	 5	 to	7	
minutes	each.	 	 	 	During	a	break	 in	each	 story	a	
30-second	 advertising	 spot	 for	 NGCHS	 is	 aired.			
The	 broadcast	 time	 for	 Marshall	 Trimble’s	
stories	 is	 scheduled	 to	 be	 the	 same	 every	 day,	
seven	days	a	week.		This	makes	it	easy	to	tune	in	
on	a	regular	basis!	

In	 addition	 to	 the	 30-second	 advertising	
spots	during	Marshall’s	stories,	 three	additional	
NGCHS	 advertising	 spots	 are	 aired	 daily	 at	
various	 times.	 	 These	 spots	 inform	 listeners	
about	 our	museum,	 Zane	 Grey	 cabin,	 gift	 shop,	
and	special	events.	

Marshall	 Trimble	 has	 always	 supported	
our	Historical	Society	and	we	are	happy	to	bring	
his	fascinating	stories	to	the	listening	public.		We	
hope	you	will	tune	in	to	KRIM…and	enjoy!		
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NGCHS	Facility	Update	
By	Lisa	Rasley	

	
							These	 are	 some	 of	 the	 happenings	 that	 are	
going	on	around	the	museum:	
	

• The	museum	gift	 shop	building	and	shed	
have	been	painted.	
	

• 	A	 lot	 of	 progress	 has	 been	 made	 in	
turning	 the	 ranger	 station	 into	 an	
exhibit.		We	are	planning	to	celebrate	the	
grand	 opening	 later	 this	 summer	 in	
conjunction	with	 a	 free	 day.		 You	 should	
thank	Sandy	Carson,	Donna	Daly	and	Pete	
Bernard	for	all	their	hard	work.	

	
• We	are	also	 looking	at	redoing	 the	north	

facing	railing,	steps	and	deck	of	 the	Zane	
Grey	 Cabin.		 The	 railing	 and	 steps	 have	
some	rotten	boards	and	unfortunately	the	
last	paint	job	did	not	hold	up	well.	

	
• You	might	not	be	aware	but	we	installed	a	

counter	to	monitor	the	number	of	people	
who	push	the	button	to	listen	to	the	audio	
at	 the	 Haught	 Cabin.		 You	 may	 be	
surprised	 (as	 we	 are)	 that	 over	 seven	
hundred	 people	 have	 pushed	 the	 button	
so	 far	 this	 year.		 We	 are	 looking	 into	 a	
way	to	get	a	donation	box	in	the	cabin	so	
people	 who	 see	 that	 cabin,	 but	 not	 the	
rest	of	the	museum,	have	the	opportunity	
to	leave	a	donation.		We	will	make	sure	it	
is	 secure	 and	 not	 able	 to	 be	 tampered	
with	while	the	cabin	is	open.	

	
• We	have	seen	the	level	of	interest	in	Zane	

Grey	 increase	 somewhat	 recently,	 which	
we	attribute	to	the	recent	opera,	Riders	of	
the	Purple	Sage,	performed	in	Tucson	and	
Phoenix.		 The	 opera	 was	 very	 well	
received	and	seems	to	have	sparked	some	
renewed	interest	in	Zane	Grey.	

	

Learning	Local	History	
By	Lisa	Rasley	

		
On	 May	 16th	 at	 1pm,	 David	 Grasse	 will	

talk	about	Commodore	Perry	Owens,	the	subject	
of	his	book	The	True,	Untold	Story	of	Commodore	
Perry	 Owens;	 a	 Sheriff	 of	 the	 Arizona	 Territory.	
The	event	will	be	held	on	the	second	floor	of	the	
museum.	

It	 took	a	special	breed	of	 lawman	to	step	
up	 and	 confront	 the	 bad	 men	 of	 the	 late	 19th	
century.		Such	a	man	was	Apache	County	Sheriff	
Commodore	 Perry	 Owens.		 Quiet,	 enigmatic,	
small	 in	 stature	 and	 quirky	 in	 personality,	 yet	
undeniably	 brave,	 Owens	 tamed	 northeastern	
Arizona	 Territory	 by	 using	 oftentimes	 violent	
measures	 to	 counter	 the	 lawlessness	 and	
violence	of	 the	badmen.		C.P.	Owens	was	 largely	
overlooked	 by	 historians	 until	 David	 Grasse	
invested	 years	 uncovering	 the	 fascinating,	 true	
tale	of	his	life	and	deeds.		In	the	pages	of	Grasse’s	
book	you	are	treated	to	the	biography	of	Owens	
along	with	 a	 full	 cast	 of	 contemporary	Western	
characters,	 both	 good	 and	 bad.		This	 is	 the	 first	
time	his	complete	story	has	appeared	in	print.	
		 David	 Grasse	 is	 a	 third-generation	
Arizonian,	born	 in	the	 town	of	Casa	Grande.		He	
received	 his	 undergraduate	 degree	 in	 history	
from	the	University	of	Arizona	and	his	masters	in	
library	and	 information	 sciences	 from	 the	 same	
institution.		 He	 is	 a	 member	 of	 the	 Arizona 
Historical	 Society,	 the	 Territorial	 Troupers	
reenactment	 group,	 and	 the	 Tucson	 Steampunk	
Society.		
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Northern Gila County Historical Society Mission Statement:  
To Acquire and Preserve Arti facts and Writ ings Relating to the History and 

Culture of Northern Gila County for Exhibit  and Research 
 

Thank you to those who had the vision to preserve our 
past! 


